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Ny concern is, though, with the appropriation of $88,000 for the
public radio system. I think most of the other issues that we
are dealing with in this particular override deal with bas ic
money matters. Should we give some money to study children or
computers, new computers, or adult ed ucation, dealing w i th
ongoing programs o r pro grams that we are involved with, money
for Douglas County Hospital? Nost of these deal with ongoing
programs providing a dditional money, and some deal with basic
philosophical areas that people can support, bu t wh e n we are
talking about public radio, we are not talking about an $88,000
appropriation. What we are talk ing about is, I feel, a
mult i m i l l i on do l l a r ap pr op r i a t i on b e cau s e , l i ke so ma n y o t he r
state agencies around, they start small and they grow, and th at
is the o nly intent of providing this $88,000 to the budget, to
start with a small s tate ag ency an d then it tur ns into a
multimillion dollar b u reaucracy. Now m aybe that is something
that everyone su pports, m a ybe that is somet hing th at some
support, but as I recall, the re wasn 't 30 votes to advance
public radio. The re wasn't 30 votes to put this additional
$88,000 into t h e budget. There was closer to 25 votes, maybe
26, but there was not 30. I feel that the s u pport for pub l ic
radio is soft , a nd I think that when you talk about public
r adio, you are talking about a basic philosophical problem t h at
I have with i t, and tha t is, yo u have a private sector, a
private sector that at the current time is doing a good job. It
p rovides news. It provides weather, emergency information t h at
is not or wi ll not be given to people unless they had a radio
system. Now it is regulated by the federal government so they
provide that kind of emergency information that is required, and
I feel th at i f there was a demand for the type of programming
that public radio provides, I feel that it would be pro vided,
that you would have a private station organized that would be
able to sell t h e comm ercial time, an d after it sold the
commercial time, it wou l d be an ongoing radio station, but
apparently there is not a demand for it, a very small demand for
it. But the Legislature by establishing th e pro gram is, in
essence, saying we realize that it will be a very small area of
t he market, a very, very small area of the market, but it is an
area that we should be involved with. No w any market share that
they do take , or do be come a part of, it takes away from the
private sector, a private sector that has to go out there and is
in direct competition with public radio. It takes dollars a w ay
from the rad io sta tions, a nd I don't believe that government
should be involved in competing with the private sector. I feel
very strongly about it, a bill that I introduced t his ses sion
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